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Yes! FIFTY.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!! And our tradition recognizes this glorious event for fifty whole days. We are just getting started! I
write this on the 12th day of Eastertide, and we can be as excited and glorious as we were when we were all gathered
together, shoulder to shoulder with joyful music and bells ringing and alleluia’s breaking through the darkness.
Many people say “I didn’t know there were 50 days of Easter…” and why would you, really? Last week, on the third day of
Easter I bought dark chocolate Easter candy for 70% off. To the world, it’s all over. Done. Easter has come and gone. Let’s rush
to the next thing.
But that’s just it. We don’t have to rush through this celebration. We get 50 days to celebrate. To contemplate. To rejoice. To
know what it means for God to be alive, in us, moving through us and with us and around us with every step and every breath.
Today I am celebrating that 35 women have registered to join in on a retreat at Montana Farms this weekend. The loose topic
is “Making Space, Marking Time”. What a sacred and holy thing to celebrate. I feel the weight of the responsibility for us to
know God’s presence among us as we walk this weekend together, and the relief that God alone will manifest God with us.
Eastertide can get lost. We are offered the opportunity to walk these days with intention, and yet God is at work in all of it.
We don’t have to stop to feel or hear God. God is in the chaos and the quiet. Sometimes we forget that simple idea. In fact, in
Holy Scripture, we meet God in the chaos of a yet unformed world. God was there. God continues to be there too.
Resurrecting us.
Recently, a companion on the way sent me an article on resurrection. There were a number of examples of what resurrection
looks like, feels like. Here was one of them:
Sometimes resurrection feels like standing in front the Table of the Lord at church, right before a man and a woman who love
Jesus, too. It looks like holding your hands open, cupped to receive without striving or grasping. It feels like the goodness of
bread and the movement of dipping that bread into a cup of wine. It feels like lowering your head to hear them remind you
again and again and again that this body is for you and this wine is for you – even you. Resurrection feels like the wine running
down your fingers and into the palm of your hand as you hold up that piece of soaked bread and then you put it on your
tongue and push it up against the roof of your mouth, tasting and seeing. You trace the sign of the Cross on your doubting and
faith‐filled head and heart and then you walk back to your seat. It
feels like that moment when you are among the people again and
your knees buckle and the power of God sweeps into your body
like a reminder: there’s a rushing wind here, there’s a power, a
power, a wonder‐working power.1
Fifty days. Easter. Resurrection. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The Rev. Dr. Sharon Hiers, Senior Associate Rector
1

http://sarahbessey.com/resurrection/
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You Are Invited
Multiple Invitations
By Annie Strahan
As a longtime member of this parish I’ve been supported by
this community in a multitude of ways. The spiritual
guidance and education by clergy and other parishioners
have both grounded and elevated my being. Although it’s
changed significantly over time, growing aesthetically and
in size, the physical space here has supported the spiritual
and social growth of my family. But it is the people of our
church that have truly nourished me. Epiphanites have
celebrated holidays, birthdays, graduations, and weddings
with me and helped me navigate the devastation of
sickness, death and grief. I am so very grateful for my
Epiphany family and appreciative that on my first visit to
the church, and regularly since then, I’ve been welcomed
so warmly and invited to be part of the Epiphany family.
I came to Epiphany with my family of four in the late
1980’s, having “auditioned” several other churches. A
realtor had warned us that Epiphany was “different” and
she didn’t think it would be our kind of place, but we
definitely wanted to see for ourselves. The sanctuary was
very different then, with the altar where the choir loft is
and the celebrant with her back to the congregation. The
entry to the sanctuary was through the current sacristy and
there were no side aisles. We entered with curiosity and
the nervousness you feel when you’re a visitor. We
discovered women priests (!) and a congregation that
demonstrated their values by having a special, fun pew for
children ‐ the front pew, no less! And at the end of the
service an older couple came up, introduced themselves
and invited us to return. This invitation meant a great deal.
We took them up on it and soon experienced the unique
warmth and depth of Epiphany’s spiritual community. It fit.
For years we were very actively involved in different
aspects of life at Epiphany. However, as our children
reached adulthood the cares of work and home led to a
period of spiritual inertia and we grew more distant from
the daily life of the church, although we still attended
services. Then Randy, my husband, developed cancer and
again, we experienced the love of this community.
Parishioners and clergy reached out to support us in a
multitude of ways through this ordeal. An Epiphany friend
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was by my side when I received his prognosis, folks reached
out to comfort Randy from their own experience of illness,
looked after my house, walked my dogs, and visited us. We
weren’t able to come to church, so the church came to us.
Epiphany support held me up during the funeral. My
admiration and gratitude for this loving care are endless.
And in my grief, I understood that the invitation still stood
and also that I needed to return to my church family and
wanted to give back.
Now, I experience Epiphany fully again. Serving on the
vestry has been rewarding in terms of making a
contribution and has stimulated the development of new
bonds and friendships. I’ve had a fabulous time working
with the Parish Life committee on events and serving on
the Altar and Flower Guilds. I pledge out of gratitude and to
maintain my church “home.” I invite any of you who may
be thinking of becoming more involved with Epiphany in
any way or on any level to approach any clergy, vestry
member or committee chair with questions ‐ really, just ask
anyone with a nametag!
During Holy Week I was asked if my 4 year old
granddaughter, Claire, would be coming to help the Altar
Guild prepare for Easter Sunday. This wasn’t my plan, as I
was thinking about efficiency, but I mentioned it to her and
she was absolutely thrilled to be invited to have a special
job. So, on that morning we arrived, got busy placing the
cushions around the altar rail and I soon became distracted
with another task. I walked into the sacristy to see Claire
and several adults, including Keith Poole, sitting on the
floor, engaged in putting candles in holders for the Easter
Vigil and chatting and counting in Española. It was such a
genuine Epiphany moment! They were sharing in
community as they worked, as were a multitude of other
folks (children, adults and clergy) arranging flowers,
cleaning the sanctuary, rehearsing anthems and hymns,
working outside to beautify the grounds, setting up for
Easter breakfast, dying Easter Eggs and who knows what
else. Some faces may have changed, but I still am filled with
joy and awe at our uniquely warm and engaged Epiphany
community. Please join us!

Outreach
Prize Collection
The ECW is collecting items for the Holy Comforter
Friendship Center bingo games. Suggested Items: puzzle
books, playing cards, personal care items (shampoo,
lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes), stationery (pens,
greeting cards, stamps). A donation basket is in the gallery.

Hagar’s House
Our next dates for Hagar’s House are April 30 through
May 4.
We need your help! This
important ministry for
homeless mothers and
children offers a chance
for hands‐on assistance
and connection with
residents. Volunteers
prepare a meal at home, serve it at the shelter, visit with
guests, and clean‐up. This usually takes two hours, from 6 ‐
8 p.m. Meals are typically for 20‐25 people, but do not
need to be elaborate. We will make sure that there are
two households to cover each dinner, so you can enjoy
getting to know other Epiphanites better or serving with
your friends.

Click the RSVP link at epiphany.org to sign up.
Important: You may sign up as Volunteer #1, who brings
the entrée and a side (and/or another item such as
bread, drinks, etc.,) or Volunteer # 2, who brings the fill‐
in items such as a side/salad, bread, drinks, dessert.
When you sign up, please put your specific menu items
under “comments.” This is information the shelter

requests, and it helps us avoid duplications. Also, please
put “new” under comments if this is your first time to help
with Hagar’s House.
Questions? Contact Anne Warner (770.833.4041)
anne_warner@att.net. Thanks!

Feeding Ministry
The Feeding Ministry now serves Gateway Shelter on 2nd
Saturdays. You can opt to help cook from 11 a.m. ‐ 4 p.m.,
serve from 4 ‐ 6 p.m. or clean up after the volunteer
dinner at 6 p.m. Click on the RSVP link at epiphany.org to
sign up. Questions? Contact Brandon Laird at
blaird373@aol.com.

DEAM Food Drive
January and June are Epiphany’s turns to stock the pantry;
however, the bins in the gallery remain out year‐round to
accept donations of grape or strawberry jelly, pasta sauce,
canned greens (not spinach), soup, and small boxes of corn
muffin mix.
April Needs:
soup of any kind... especially chunky chicken, and chicken
noodle
strawberry jelly
small boxes of corn muffin mix
cans of evaporated milk
canned pineapple
pasta sides or hamburger helper
one lb packages of yellow rice
deodorant
shampoo
toilet paper

Adult Formation & Worship
Adult Formation Sundays at 10 A.M.


Introduction to the Resurrection class chooses
one topic each semester to study from a number
of different angles. We dive deep into biblical
texts, the history of Christianity, and
contemporary scholarship. Led by Brennan Breed.
Jones Hall Room B & C.



The Reclaiming the Bible class reflects on The
Path, Chapter 20: We Have Seen the Lord. This
Sunday, the class will be led by Polly Nodine.
Jones Hall Room A.
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Pub Theology Tuesdays

Weekday Worship

A monthly, 4th Tuesday event facilitated by Dr. Brennan
Breed will convene at The Marlay in Decatur at 7 p.m.
Thought‐provoking, accessible articles, essays and texts
will be chosen to stimulate lively discussion.



Tuesday Morning Eucharist is celebrated at 7 a.m. A
group of men gather for breakfast and discussion
afterwards and typically are on their way to work by 8
a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study



Led by the rector from 6:30 – 8 p.m., we read and have a
free‐ranging discussion about the upcoming Sunday
scripture selections. (Jones Hall Room A.)

A Noonday healing service is offered on Wednesdays
followed by Eucharist.

Baptism Dates for 2018

Tract Rack
Our Tract Rack is located just inside the red doors of our
church. These little booklets are for you to take home. A
donation is requested, but if you don’t have the means at
the time, please feel free to help yourself. There is a wide
variety of well written and thoughtful short booklets. We
hope you will use this resource in your daily devotions,
spiritual journey, or just to consider questions you’ve
always wanted to explore.

The sacrament of Holy Baptism is offered for adults,
infants and children and will be
administered during the morning
services on the dates listed below. If
you or a member of your family desires
to be baptized, please contact the
parish office at
parishadmin@epiphany.org or
404.373.8338.
August 12, 2018
The Feast of the Transfiguration of our
Lord
November 4, 2018
All Saints’ Sunday

Children’s Ministries
Stewards of Children Training
Opportunity

Vacation Bible School

Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018, 6 p.m. in Jones Hall

VBS is open to rising Pre‐K through rising 5th grade
children. Options for care in the afternoon are still being
worked out.

Stewards of Children is an evidence‐informed training
program that teaches adults how to prevent, recognize,
and react responsibly to child sexual abuse. The program is
designed for educators, parents, and youth‐serving
organizations' staff and volunteers.
Join us for a 2.5 hour video‐based training. Hear from both
survivors and professionals working in the field discuss
how to better protect children. Each participant will
receive an interactive workbook and participate in a
facilitator‐led group discussion.
Cost: $15 (free for the first 20 participants)
email: Laraine@epiphany.org to sign up
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June 11‐15, 2018 9 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.

Cost $65; email laraine@epiphany.org for more
information.
Informational
call/meeting @Epiphany
March 21, at 6 p.m. (call‐
in information upon
request)

Imagine That! & Future Tech
Join Imagine That! & Future Tech this summer at Epiphany
for fun and educational Minecraft, 3D Printing, Science,
Coding, Technology and Robotics Summer Camps for ages
5‐14. Check out the Imagine That Summer Camp Flyer for
a schedule of dates and programs. For more information

call 770.455.1980 or visit
http://www.ImagineThatFun.com.

Children's Ministries Overview




Nursery/ Sunday mornings 8:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m. Ages 3 and under
Godly Play/ Sunday mornings 10 a.m. Age 3.5 –
Grade 3
Club 4‐5/ Sunday mornings 10 a.m. Grades 4‐5

Adult volunteers are essential for making these programs
and events successful and meaningful. Ask us about ways
that you can get involved or support these ministries to
children at Epiphany!

New Babies
Parents, be sure to let us know when there is a new baby
in your life! Send a picture to the church office with the
name, birthdate, and parents’ names of the newborn and
we’ll post it on our Guild of the Christ Child Board.

Parish Life
Now Showing
Epiphany’s Art Ministry welcomes
for the month of April mixed
media art by Elise Aronson.

Artist Bio
Elise Aronson is mixed media
assemblage artist. She was born
in St.Louis, Missouri, but has
spent most of her life in Atlanta,
Georgia. She received a Bachelor
in Visual Arts in Art Education
from Georgia State University and
served as an art educator in
public and private schools. Elise is
a member of the Atlanta Collage
Society and the Roswell Fine Arts Alliance.
Elise’s art is inspired by her spiritual practice and her love
of collecting natural objects, vintage items, and
ephemera. Recently, she has broadened into the art of
encaustic painting ‐‐ working with pigmented wax ‐‐ which
has given her assemblages a new dimension.
25% of all sales benefit Epiphany. Please make checks out
to Elise Aronson

To make a purchase, sign up on the list in the Gallery,
fill out an envelope and put it with your check in the
box on the round table. No cash please. Be sure to
note the title and number of the art piece. All paid for
items will be left in the office area at the end of the
month.

Altar Arrangements & Sanctuary
Light
Altar Flowers: Each Sunday, with the exception of Lent,
flowers are placed on the high altar area. There are
occasions when the church takes on a more festive look
such as Christmas and Easter. Flowers are offered “for the
Glory of God and in thanksgiving or in memory of a person
or event.” Parishioners offer altar flowers as a visible sign
of acknowledgement of God’s presence in their lives. The
color and selection of flowers is based on the
appropriateness of the liturgical season. More than one
person or family may sign up for the altar flowers during
the same week.
Sanctuary Light: The Sanctuary Light is a visible sign of the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament held in reserve in the
Tabernacle. It is the tradition of our faith that parishioners
make an offering to acknowledge the memory of a loved
one in his or her life—especially appropriate during the
week or day of an anniversary date of someone’s death.
Click the RSVP button on the
homepage to find the sign‐up
link. Cost: $70/flowers,
$6/light. Make check payable
to Church of the Epiphany,
noting ‘Flowers’ or ‘Light’ in
the memo field.

Ongoing Battery & Cork Recycling
Please drop off your batteries and natural corks (no
synthetics) in the container next to the microwave in the
kitchen. If you have a really large quantity of batteries or
corks contact: Sandy Land (alexandra_land@yahoo.com).
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Transitions
Please make the following changes and/or additions to
your parish directory and welcome our new members.
Directories are available from the office by request
(parishadmin@epiphany.org) or you can download a pdf
from the news page of our website.
If you would like to transfer your membership to Epiphany,
you may pick up a Transfer Request form in the gallery or

send your date of birth and any dates of baptism or
confirmation, along with the name and address of your
previous church home, to the parish office.

Transfers In
Laura Brogan
from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Beckley, WV
Transfers Out
Kristina Watkins‐Mormino, James Mormino
to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Atlanta, GA

Ongoing Meetings
Atlanta Veterans’ Acupuncture Clinic offers free
acupuncture for veterans and family members to relieve
stress, insomnia, PTSD and pain Mondays at Epiphany
from 6‐7 p.m. No appointments or ID needed. Visit
acupunctureforveterans.org.
The Epiphany Book Group meets
1st Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in Jones
Hall. Contact: John Yntema at
johnyntema@yahoo.com.


May: Died in the Wool, Ngaio
Marsh



June and July: Hiatus



August: A Gentleman in
Moscow, Amor Towles

Haiti Meeting takes place at noon on the 2nd Monday of
every month in Jones Hall. Anyone interested in our
partnership with the Bishop Tharp Institute, a college of
the Diocese of Haiti, is welcome to attend.
Meeting Night: Committees meet on 2nd Mondays from 6‐
7:30 p.m. We gather in Jones Hall, pray together and then
go our ways. Committee Chairs, please be sure to let your
committees know each month if they are meeting.

Wednesday Night Supper: The meal from Bridge Catering
is served from 5:30‐6:45 p.m. Cost is $8 for adults, $4 for
children 10 and under. Sign up on the RSVP link at
epiphany.org by 11 a.m. Tuesdays.
Flex and Stretch Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. $5 per class,
Silversneakers cardholders free (bring card). Wear
comfortable clothes and bring water. Contact: Ellen
Mintzmyer 404.421.8476.
In April, the Daughters of the King (DOK) will meet on the
3rd Thursday (April 19) at 10:30 a.m. at Epiphany in Jones
Hall.
Women’s Book Group meet 1st Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Catherine Breed’s home and is currently discussing
Vintage Saints and Sinners: 25 Christians Who
Transformed My Faith by Karen Wright Marsh. Email
Catherine at breed.catherine@gmail.com for directions
and to RSVP.
IEA Meeting: Join us 2nd Thursdays at 7 p.m. for an
exploration of Enneagram type‐specific inner critic
messages and how the inner critic interrupts and
interferes with the manifestation of your capacity to love
yourself and others. $10 for non‐members, free for IEA
Georgia members ($30 annual)

The Episcopal Church Women meets 2nd Tuesdays at 9:30
a.m. to make sandwiches for Emmaus House. The program
starts at 11 a.m., with potluck lunch to follow.

MISSION STATEMENT: The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany is an inclusive community called to seek and follow Jesus
Christ. We welcome all people in the Eucharistic fellowship of Christ’s Body. We receive strength and encouragement at
the common table to carry out Christ’s work of reconciliation in our broken world. Nourished by worship and witness,
learning and teaching, fellowship and service, we strive to live out the Gospel’s radical values with gladness of heart.
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Diocesan & Community News
Celebration of a New Ministry
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, April 18 at 6 p.m.
Dear Friends, I wanted to let the churches where I have served
about the rescheduled Installation. Please pray for us, for
clement weather, so that it does not have to be rescheduled,
and also please know that Epiphany, Mediator, St. John's,
Grace and Trinity and you all are in my heart always. ~The Rev.
John Hamilton
*St. Alphege, (sometimes St. Ælfheah) Archbishop of
Canterbury from 1005 to 1009, remembered as a martyr, one
who died, not precisely for professing the Christian faith, but
for exercising the Christian virtue of justice. He refused to let
his diocese be impoverished by paying his ransom to the
Danes.

For Our Prayers…
Prayer intentions for The Epiphany Star and for Sunday Services
should be directed to the parish office at
parishadmin@epiphany.org. For Pastoral Emergencies, text or
call the clergy on call at 404.939.2137. First names are read
aloud Sunday and Wednesday for a month and remain in the
newsletter for two months. Please let the Parish Office know if there are any errors on the listings below.
Heal your sick servants
 Richard Bassett
 Matt Baum
 Bill Braswell
 Mary McCall Cash
 Lea Crawford
 Robin Hairston
 Ron Hutcheson
 Hugh Keenan
 Brandon Laird
 Chris Miller
 Tom Mundy
 Charlie Overstreet
 Evelyn Stewart
 Nancy Thompson
 Wes Wright
Parishioners who desire our
continuing prayers
 Neil Banfield
 Arlen Gray
 Sarah Jane Wollison

Those in the armed forces
 Lt. Col. Anthony Baggs, son of Sally E.
McClintock
 MSG Stewart Mundy, son of Dan &
Diane Mundy
 Brandon Pattison, nephew of Benno
Pattison
 1LT Elizabeth Tankovich, sister of
Catherine Breed
 Nick Watts, brother of Chris Booth
For friends on death row
 Robert Butts, friend of Debra Aring
Family and friends who request our prayers
 Comfort Afolabi, mother of Lola
Oyesiku
 Cory Gilmer, friend of Amy Shipp & Eric
Schulz
 Hank, Tres, Laura and Mollie, friends of
Caroline Driebe

 Norma Mengel, friend of Barbara
Ryder
 Keren Clay, friend of Richard & Susan
Messner
 Andy Bell, son of Cindy & Tom Bell
 Teri & Kevin McMahon, friends of Kay
Lee & Bert Bender
 Mike Tipton, brother of Pam Tipton
 Kathleen McCormick, sister‐in‐law of
Sally E. McClintock
 Charlie D’Huyvetter, father of
Gretchen D'Huyvetter Cobb
 Denny Hill, brother of Jim Loupe.
 Sherri Sharpe, cousin of Terri Lawrence
& Julie Ryder
 Carolyn & Bill Allen, parents of Jewel
Allen
 Steve Cook, friend of Pam Tipton
 Carol Kirshner, friend of Jewel Allen
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Visit us online at www. Epiphany.org
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
2089 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30307

Change Service Requested

The Epiphany Star
a word to the wise…
…a bi‐weekly publication of The Episcopal
Church of the Epiphany.

Next issue deadline: 9 a.m.
Wednesday, April 25
Office Hours: Mon. – Thur. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and
Friday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Website: www.epiphany.org
E‐mail: info@epiphany.org

Full‐time Parish Staff
The Rev. Benno D. Pattison, Rector
rector@epiphany.org

Vestry
Elizabeth Roberts, Treasurer, ex‐officio

The Rev. Dr. Sharon L. Hiers, Senior Associate Rector
sharon@epiphany.org

Amy Shipp, Senior Warden, ex‐officio

Julie P. Ryder, Organist & Choirmaster
music@epiphany.org

Class of 2019

L. Shea McNutt, Parish Administrator
parishadmin@epiphany.org

Bill Gary, Senior Warden
Bonnie Kissler
Brenda Lloyd
Katie Pedersen

Part‐time, Placements & Affiliations
Shereetha Jackson, Youth Ministries Coordinator
sjackson@epiphany.org

Randy Shearin, Treasurer, ex‐officio
Martha Rummel, Clerk, ex‐officio

Class of 2020

Telephone: 404.373.8338

Laraine Fraijo‐Paul, Director of Children’s Ministries
laraine@epiphany.org

Worship Schedule—Sunday
8:45 a.m. ‐ Holy Eucharist
11:15 a.m. ‐ Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Barbara Ryder, Assisting Priest (Ret.)
bhwryder@bellsouth.net

Alix Janke
Nancy Chandler
Holly Slater
Annie Strahan

Dr. Brennan W. Breed, Wister Cook Theologian in
Residence

Class of 2021

Worship Schedule—Weekdays
Tuesday at 7 a.m. – Holy Eucharist
Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. – Holy Eucharist w/Healing
Thursday at 7 a.m. — Shared Silence

Ü printed on recycled paper

Alex Sherrill, Seminarian
Alesx218@yahoo.com
Susie Boyko, Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@epiphany.org
Jean Livingston, Childcare Worker
Charlotte Hill, Childcare Worker
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Kimberly Bonde
Dennis Edmiston
Ann Fowler
Clare Schexnyder

