Dear Companions in Christ,

A bi‐weekly newsletter
April 2, 2015

In one of my brighter moments, I decided to take a full six weeks off between my departure as Associate Rector of Youth and
Young Adult Formation at St. Bartholomew’s, Atlanta, and my arrival as Senior Associate Rector at Epiphany. Somewhat tonguein-cheek, I joked that I gave up church for Lent!
That time was glorious, and also an emotional roller coaster. I took some time to grieve what I had lost in leaving St. Bart’s and
her people, that community. I took some time to accomplish those house projects that had been lingering…paint the stairwells,
fixing that cabinet, going through those boxes. I took some time to read for pure pleasure, and since I hadn’t done so before, I
read the entire Harry Potter series. I took some time to visit family, and go on vacation. I took some time to just be.
Near the end of those six weeks, the question I was most often asked was “so, are you ready to go back?” Well, yes. And no.
I realized I was wrestling with the question. Was I ready to return to the life and exercise of my ministry as a priest? Absolutely. I
missed it, and community, and was thrilled to join Epiphany’s staff. But, was this, “going back?” No. So much is different, and
while I bring to Epiphany the priesthood I exercised before, I am different, I am changed, I have grown. From my seven years at
St. Bart’s and even my six weeks of time away from the exercise of this ministry.
As I write this, I think about how we are changed every year as we walk through Holy Week, and the Triduum of Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. We will remember all those acts that surrounded Jesus on those sacred days: that last
meal, his trial and crucifixion, his death and burial, that scary dark
day in the tomb, and his glorious, life-giving, triumphant
resurrection!
And we will spend 50 glorious days of Easter getting to know each
other, and listening for God’s call and how we are meant to be
Epiphany together.
God calls us forward. Not to forget where we came from – goodness,
no. But to grow in God’s light and love with each step ahead, relying
on the hope that is within us.
I am grateful to join you in the good work God is calling us to do.
Grace and peace,

The Rev. Dr. Sharon L. Hiers, Senior Associate Rector
MISSION STATEMENT: The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany is an inclusive community called to seek and follow Jesus Christ. We
welcome all people in the Eucharistic fellowship of Christ’s Body. We receive strength and encouragement at the common table to
carry out Christ’s work of reconciliation in our broken world. Nourished by worship and witness, learning and teaching, fellowship
and service, we strive to live out the Gospel’s radical values with gladness of heart.
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Easter at Epiphany
Good Friday
Good Friday Services are at noon & 6:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 3. The Stations of the Cross—a symbolic meditative
journey beginning with Christ’s condemnation and ending
with his burial—will take place at 11:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Since 1922, the Episcopal Church has contributed the Good
Friday Offering to the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and
the Middle East. If you would like to contribute, make a
check payable to Epiphany noting “Good Friday” in the
memo field.

Holy Saturday Family Workday
Holy Saturday Family Workday, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Saturday, April 4, includes helping Guilds prepare the Nave
for Easter and making crafts for Easter. Sign up your child in
the Crossing Hall for ways to help. Because of Spring break
beginning this weekend, we especially ask that children sign
up for this event this year so we can plan appropriately.

Easter Vigil
Join us for the Great Vigil of Easter at 6 a.m. on Sunday
morning to begin our Easter celebration. There will be
incense at this service. Remember to bring bells to ring
during the service and plan to stay afterwards for champagne
and strawberries.

Easter Breakfast
Easter Day, April 5, from 9:30 – 11 a.m.
Breakfast begins Easter morning at
9 a.m. Parishioners are invited to
bring breakfast dishes to share.
Sign up in the Crossing Hall.

Easter Egg Hunt
As we did last year, we will gather
in Jones Hall to begin the hunt.
But this year the eggs will be empty!
Just like Jesus’ tomb —nothing there. But when the children
return with the eggs they have found and go to the Easter
table, they will receive an Easter Goodie Bag filled with
stickers, tattoos, and toys, that remind them that Jesus Lives!
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Parish News
Save the Date
 5/17—The Parish Picnic will take place in the Memorial
Garden on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Tickets for the grill
will be on sale soon. Note: There will be just one service
at 10:30 a.m. that day, so join us outdoors.
 6/5-6—The Jumble Sale is Saturday, June 6, from 9 a.m.
- 2 p.m. The Preview Party, for parishioners and their
guests only, will be Friday, June 5 at 7:30 p.m. ($5 per
person). This year includes a Silent Auction on Friday
Night. We are not accepting donations until Sunday,
May 24.
 6/8-12—Music & Drama (MAD) Camp: With a
performance on Sunday, June 14. Look for registration
forms in the Gallery and online soon!
 6/22-26—Vacation Bible School: A fun-filled week in
late June with Chapel time and theme-based program of
art, games and music. Morning and after-care available.
Registration forms can be found online or in the
Gallery.
 Summer Camps at Epiphany: Join Imagine That &
Future Tech this summer for fun and educational Art,
Science, Technology and Robotics Summer Camps for
ages 3-14. Camps will be held at Epiphany. Course fliers
are in the Gallery. For more information, call Imagine
That at 770.455.1980 or visit their website at
www.ImagineThatFun.com
 Summer Camps at Mikell: Registration is under way at
Mikell Camp and Conference Center in Toccoa, GA.
The camp schedule and registration information is
available online at campmikell.com.

Attention
Acolytes
There will be a training session for
ALL acolytes on April 26. The
training is also open to anyone who wishes to become part
of this rewarding ministry. All those in 3rd grade or above
(including adults!) are eligible. If you have any questions or
concerns, please call Linda Ryder-Wolf at 908.403.9847.

Epiphany’s Art Ministry
welcomes Lorraine Kimsey for
April
Artist Statement
"It is my desire for the view to
be encouraged and moved by
the natural beauty of God's
world. I believe art should
uplift our spirits and bring us
joy."
About the Artist
Lorraine Kimsey's vibrant
artwork is influenced by the
paintings of the French and
Russian impressionists. Among her favorite influences are
Sergei Bongart, Nicolai Fechin, and Joaquin Sorolla. She
tries to capture the strong patterns of light and vivid colors
through the use of soft, painterly brushstrokes. Her love of
landscapes and florals are inspired by God's creation.
Lorrain has participated in exhibitions at the Marietta/Cobb
Museum of Art, The Emerging Artist Show at Anne Irwin
Fine Art, and many juried shows throughout the southeast.
She is a member of Women Painters of the Southeast and a
member of the Atlanta Artist Center.
To further her artistic knowledge, Lorraine has participated
in workshops with nationally known artists including
Camille Pryzwodek, Tim Horn, and Colley Whisson. She is
currently represented by Wild Hope Art Gallery in the
metro Atlanta area.

Recycling Update
Many, many thanks to Bill Graves and Peter Schneider for
packing about 100 electronic items into their trucks and
delivering them to the City of Decatur Recycling Event on
March 21. And thanks to the Epiphanites who took us up
on our offer to be a drop-off for your electronic discards.
Stay tuned for more information from the Earth Guild
about additional electronic recycling opportunities in the
coming months.
Also thanks to everyone who saved up their batteries and
natural corks to recycle at church during Lent. We plan to
do this often, so continue to save them from your trash. Be

on the lookout for small receptacles in the kitchen for
batteries and corks.

UTO Ingathering
If you filled a United Thank Offering box during Lent, be
sure to bring it back on Sunday, April 26. Boxes, envelopes
and informational brochures are available in the Gallery.

Graduation Approaches!
If you or a member of your family are graduation from high
school, vocational school or college (undergraduate or
graduate), we would love to know. Epiphany traditionally
recognizes these great life accomplishments and transitions
with a blessing at the parish picnic. To be included in our
celebration, please contact the parish office at
parishadmin@epiphany.org.

Altar Flowers & Sanctuary Light
Sponsorship
Altar Flowers
Each Sunday, flowers are placed on the high altar area, with
the exception of Lent. There are occasions when the church
takes on a more festive look such as Christmas and Easter.
Flowers are offered “for the Glory of God and in
thanksgiving or in memory of a person or event.”
Parishioners offer altar flowers as a visible sign of
acknowledgement of God’s presence in their lives. Make the
check payable to Church of the Epiphany for $70 and note
“Flowers” in the memo field. The 2015 calendar signup can
be found on the People & Posts page of epiphany.org. The
color and selection of flowers is based on the
appropriateness of the liturgical season. More than one
person or family may sign up for the altar flowers during the
same week.
Sanctuary Light
The Sanctuary Light is a visible sign of the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament held in reserve in the Tabernacle. It is the
tradition of our faith that parishioners make an offering to
acknowledge the memory of a loved one in his or her life—
especially appropriate during the week or day of an
anniversary date of someone’s death. Make the check
payable to Church of the Epiphany for $70 and note “Light”
in the memo field. The 2015 calendar signup can be found
on the People & Posts page of epiphany.org.
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Activity Bags
One of the helps for our children during church is the
colorful bags found in the left cubby as you enter the
narthex glass doors. Inside you will find pipe cleaners, a
children’s bulletin about the day’s scripture, and crayons.
(Parents: please read the back page, that is for you.) The
children’s church
bags exist not to
distract, but to assist
in our children being
in church. Please be
sure to return the
bags to the nook at
the end of worship.

please be sure to let your committees know each month if
they are meeting.

Epiphany Book Club
The Epiphany Book Club meets on 1st Mondays at Regency
House (341 Winn Way, Decatur 30030) at 7:30 p.m.
Contact: Christina Kaylor, 404.525.7595.


April: The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of
Those Who Survived the American Dust Bowl by
Timothy Egan (National Book Award for
Nonfiction)



May: Long Man by Amy Greene. (This book comes
out in paperback March 3rd. I’m told the library
has several copies in hardback.)

Pastoral Needs



Epiphanite Arlen Grey, now a resident of Sunrise Assisted
Living, needs rides to and from church on a weekly basis to
participate in the Choir. If you can help on Sunday
mornings or Wednesday evenings, sign up at the link on the
People & Posts page at epiphany.org.

June: We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves: A Novel
by Karen Joy Fowler (Shortlisted for the Man
Booker Prize)



September: The Orphan Master’s Son by Adam
Johnson (Pulitzer Prize for Fiction)

Baptism Dates for 2015
The sacrament of Holy Baptism is offered for adults, infants
and children and will be administered during the morning
services on the dates listed below. If you or a member of
your family desires to be baptized, please contact the parish
office.
May 24, 2015
The Sunday of Pentecost
August 9, 2015
The Sunday following the Feast of the Transfiguration of
our Lord
November 1, 2015
All Saints’ Sunday

Ongoing Meetings
Meeting Night
Committees are asked to meet on the 2nd Monday of the
month from 6—7:30 p.m. We gather in Jones Hall, sign up
for a room, pray together and then go our ways. Chairs,
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ECW Meeting
The Episcopal Church Women meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. to make sandwiches for Emmaus
House. The program starts at 11:00 a.m., with potluck lunch
to follow.

DOK New Meeting
Day & Time
The Daughters of the King (DOK)
are changing our meeting time
and place to the 4th Sunday at 10
a.m. between services. We will
meet in Jones Hall, Room A. We
invite all ladies of the congregation to join us. The DOK
take a lifetime vow to live by the Rule of the Order; it
requires a spiritual discipline of daily Prayer, Service and
Evangelism. Because of our vow, we refer to ourselves as an
order, not an organization. Our bylaws prohibit us from
raising funds. Contact: Shirley Sugden, 404.373.4885,
shirleysugden@gmail.com; Barbara Ryder, 404.373.9472,
bhwryder@bellsouth.net, or Audrey Banfield, 770.465.7301,
banfield@bellsouth.net.

Mental Health Support Group
A support group for people living with mental illness is being formed. Meetings take place the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. The purpose of the group is to provide a community of and for people who are living with mental illness. It is a
confidential, safe place for people to be honest about their condition and its impact in their lives. Members gather to discuss
recovery, spirituality, trials, and triumphs. If you are interested in learning more about the group, or would like to join the group,
please contact Wende Crow: wendecrow@gmail.com 678.900.7930.

Veteran’s Support Group
Veteran’s Heart GA invites active duty service members, Veterans of all wars, their family members, healing professionals and
concerned citizens to speak with and listen to each other, create understanding, and collectively address the effects of war that
touch all of us. The meeting is from 1:30-3:30 p.m. every second Sunday in Jones Hall. We request that you register through our
website www.veteransheartgeorgia.org prior to each meeting. Sign up for the newsletter and receive a reminder every month.

Outreach News
Advocacy Corner
Georgia General Assembly—Sine Die, April 2
We who advocate wait for “Sine Die,” the end of the legislative session, literally without another day scheduled. Why? We fear
mischief of last minute changes in legislation we have supported or opposed as the legislators rush to vote on scores of bills. This
year as we go to press we pray for passage of SB 8 Safe Harbor/Rachel's Law Act (services for child victims of sexual exploitation
and trafficking and establishment of a Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund) and SR 7 (voters must approve the
Fund and its use for assisting sexually exploited children in the general election of 2016).
Decatur’s Representative Mary Margaret Oliver worked tirelessly with peers to get a stronger bill than the good bill the Senate
passed early in the session. A necessary provision for a real safe harbor is that trafficked youth be treated as victims and not
arrested and charged as criminals. Rep. Oliver got that amendment included in the House’s SB 8 version. We encourage you to let
Rep. Oliver know that we appreciate her expert work on behalf of the trafficked.
Epiphany’s Amy Shipp has invited us to participate in a Georgia Cares Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) Community
Training that will be at Epiphany on April 21 from 9 to 12. This will educate us on the research related to child sex trafficking
and will prepare us to spread awareness and teach others. To register, go to www.GACARES.ORG/COMMUNITYTRAININGS.HTML. For questions, call GA Cares at 404.602.0068. Georgia Cares is the non-profit for whom Amy works; it is a
statewide coordinating agency that connects services and treatment care for child victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking.
Gretchen Maclachlan 404.502.6582; Cindy Bell
404.549.3363.

Refugee Update
Our New Refugee family will not be arriving until the middle of June. Thank you for all the generous donations supplied for the
family’s apartment. If you have questions or need to deliver items you are donating please call Bev Lorenzo 404. 825.3402 or
bevlorenzo@att.net.
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Hagar's House
April 27 - May 2 are our next dates at
Hagar’s House, a shelter in Decatur for
homeless women and children. We need
your help! Two church families work
together to prepare and serve dinner
(which need not be elaborate) each evening
for 25-30 guests at the shelter. This is a
great opportunity to seek and serve Christ
in some new faces! The link to sign up is
on the People & Posts page of
epiphany.org.
Questions? Contact Cindy Bell
404.549.3363. Many thanks!!
Important: When you sign up, please put
your menu under “comments.” This is info
the shelter requests, and it helps us avoid
duplication. Also, please put “new” under
comments if this is your first time to help
with Hagar’s House. Thank you!

Peachtree Pine
Ministry
Please volunteer to help feed 500 men
once a month. No experience necessary,
just kind hearts and willing hands to give
to those less fortunate. Contact Bev
Lorenzo, 404.825.3402. Upcoming Dates:
April 16 & 17
May 14 & 15
June 18 & 19

DEAM In‐kind Needs
January and June are our “turns” for
stocking the pantry, but the basket is out
year-round to accept your donations of
cereal, jelly, 1 lb. pkgs. dry beans, mac &
cheese, 1 qt. pkgs. dry milk, hearty soups,
and toilet paper.
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Diocese & Community
Events
Operation Pill Drop
Properly Dispose of Medication at
Avondale Estates Police
Department
When: Saturday, April 11, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Behind Avondale Estates City
Hall, 21 North Avondale Plaza
The Avondale Estates Police
Department (AEPD) invites the
community to properly dispose of
surplus, outdated and unwanted
household medications in a discreet and safe manner, thus keeping them out of
the wrong hands and out of the water supply. All types of medications will be
accepted. The AEPD also accepts unwanted medications year-round for the
community's convenience. Questions: contact SSgt. Jason Browen at 404-2945400 or emailjbrowen@avondaleestates.org.

Emmaus House Gala April 23 at The
Carter Center
This year's Emmaus House Gala is Thursday, April 23, from 6 to 9 p.m. at The
Carter Center. This benefit event is a great opportunity to show support for the
Episcopal ministry in Peoplestown especially as it begins its new summer
partnership with the Children's Defense Fund. Purchase your tickets and learn
more about this fun evening with special guests Bishop Rob Wright and Dr.
Beth-Sarah Wright, musical entertainment and more at
www.emmaushouseatlanta.org/gala

For Our
Prayers…
Prayer intentions for The Epiphany
Star and for Sunday Services should
be directed to the parish office at
parishadmin@epiphany.org. For
Pastoral Emergencies, text or call the
clergy on call at 404.939.2137.
Please let the Parish Office know if
there are any errors on the listings
below.
NEW NUMBER: Calls for Pastoral
Emergencies will now go directly to
the clergy cell phones for the clergy
on call. Please note the new number
above. If your call is unanswered,
please leave a message and it will be
texted and emailed as well as a voice
mail for the clergy to hear.
Heal your sick servants
















John Boyden
Alice Cunningham
Bella Fasano
Ann Fowler
Tim Gore
Arlen Gray
Mary McKenzie
Chris Miller
Chris Moser
Anna‐lea Polemitis
George Smith
Judy Urban
Hoby Warner
Larry Wilcox
Louise Wheeless

Those in the armed forces



Family and friends who request our prayers

























Parishioners who desire our continuing
prayers







Marlene & Charles Coats
Laura Faller
Arlen Gray
Adele Reeves
Ted Yardley
Sarah Jane Wollison

GySgt Stewart Mundy, son of Dan &
Diane Mundy
Matthew Howells, nephew of Audrey
& Neil Banfield








Jerrie & Carolyn Cheatham, sisters‐in‐
law of Sytha Cheatham
Margaret Moore, sister of Brother
Francis Boniface
Bryce, nephew of Audrey & Neil
Banfield
Michael Morehouse, friend of Holly
Slater
Jen Cronin, friend of Holly Slater
Mickie Schierman, mother of Ann
Fowler
Lucy & Bob Yntema, parents of John
Yntema
Laurie MacLeod Bennett, daughter of
Rod MacLeod
Dave & Jack Willadsen, friends of The
Deocampo Family
Don Baltrunis, cousin of Sandy Land
Janice, Jessica & Megan, relatives of
Tracy Laird
Kathy, Jeremy, Jerry, relatives of Pam
& Mike Smith
Bob Kruger, brother‐in‐law of Pat
Madden‐Hudson
Annie Loring, friend of Linda Erhard
Garrison Pierce, grandson of Pat
Spivey
Nick Klist, relative of Neil & Audrey
Banfield
Kay, friend of Jewel Allen
Thelma & J.O. Hudson, parents of Bill
Hudson
Lynn and Colin, friends of Michele
and Rod MacLeod
Jan Pedersen, mother of Katie
Pedersen
Martha Sanders Vincent, mother of
Heather Holly
Greg, brother of Dan Deocampo
Katherine, friend of Joanne & Dan
Deocampo
Mike and Bethany Gaige, Ed and Joan
Hambalek, family of Barbara Belcore
Mary Lou, mother of Susan Messner
Janet, friend of Ruth Olson
Kat Rader, friend of Chippy & Mac
Holladay
Jenny Allen and her family, sister of
Jewel Allen



































Justin D’zan, friend of Rob Godsall
Lynn Gable, friend of Rob Godsall
Mike Tipton, brother of Pam Tipton
Katherine Lee, daughter of Jackie Lee
Lynn Gable, friend of Rob Godsall
Kyle, cousin of Jessica Boatright
Charles, Clara, Brady & Jeff, family of
Penny Pritcher
Chris Dolezel, sister of Marjorie
Timmer
Orval Jackson, father of Ted Jackson
Connor & Keri McNulty, cousins of
Lisa Carlson
Henry, friend of Dan Mundy
Grace Edmiston, mother of Dennis
Edmiston
Laurie, friend of Laura Faller
Jane Howe, sister of Chippy Holladay
Hunter Keys, brother of Jessica Keys
Charles Joyner, Uncle of Christina
Kaylor;
Molly Gray, sister of Lissa Jackson
Daniel Kelhoffer, father of Beth
Kelhoffer
Scarlott Cagle, friend of Lisa Carlson
and Johanna Hinman
Beth Begley, friend of Lisa Carlson
and Johanna Hinman
John Aull, brother of Kathy Walmsley
Lou Klist, sister of Neil Banfield
Kyle, friend of Sandy Land
Tom Pedersen, father of Katie
Pedersen
Bill Lawrence, brother of Terri
Lawrence
Donnie Huestess, relative of Randy
Shearin
Pete Golden, friend of Katie Pedersen
Patrick Arneodo, friend of Shirley
Sugden
Shelly Raines, father of Ann
Williamson, grandfather of Lea,
Maggie, Mary Katharine and Alex
Williamson
Miller Patrick Montesinos, nephew of
Cristina Montesinos
Carolyn Allen, mother of Jewel Allen
Randy Jaquish, friend of Terri
Lawrence
Jane, sister of Chippy Holladay
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Visit us online at www.epiphany.org
The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany

2089 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE
Atlanta, GA 30307
Change Service Requested

The Epiphany Star
a word to the wise…
…is a bi‐weekly publication of The
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany.
Articles compiled and edited by the
Parish Administrator, Shea McNutt.
Submissions accepted via mail, fax, e‐
mail or hand‐delivery.

Deadline for the next issue is
5 p.m., Thursday, March 26
Office Hours
Mon. – Thur. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Website
www.epiphany.org
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2015 Vestry
Phil Bolton, Pastoral Care
Full‐time Parish Staff

Shelle Bryant, Treasurer ex‐officio

The Rev. Benno D. Pattison, Rector
rector@epiphany.org

Jeremy Davis, Finance & Stewardship

The Rev. Dr. Sharon L. Hiers, Sr. Associate Rector
sharon@epiphany.org
Julie P. Ryder, Organist & Choirmaster
music@epiphany.org
L. Shea McNutt, Parish Administrator
parishadmin@epiphany.org

Kim Finnegan, Outreach
Brian Gross, Adult Formation
Bruce Maclachlan, Building & Grounds
Katie Pedersen, Children & Youth
Randy Shearin, Parish Life
Amy Shipp, Liturgy & Music
Randy Stewart, Building & Grounds

Part‐time, Placements & Affiliations
The Rev. Barbara Ryder, Assisting Priest (Ret.)
bhwryder@bellsouth.net
Ellen Mintzmyer, Interim Children & Youth
Coordinator
children@epiphany.org

E‐mail
info@epiphany.org

Charles Carter, Seminarian
Charles.robert.carter@emory.edu

Telephone
404.373.8338

Robert Pitman, Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@epiphany.org

Ü printed on recycled paper

Jean Livingston, Childcare Worker
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Stephanie Everett, Finance & Stewardship

Sherry Wallace, Clerk ex‐officio
Sara Weigle, Sr. Warden
Paul Welty, Membership
Worship Schedule—Sunday
8:45 a.m. ‐ Holy Eucharist
11:15 a.m. ‐ Holy Eucharist
6 p.m. ‐ Holy Eucharist
Worship Schedule—Weekdays
Tuesday at 7 a.m. – Holy Eucharist
Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. – Holy Eucharist with Healing
Rite

